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By MILTON BERLINER 

Grerory Peck, star of “The 
Chairman” aow being filmed at 
Pinewoad Studios ncar London, 
and Mort Abvahas, its producer, 
don't exacily see cye to eye on 
: the paiilical implications of the 
‘ film. 


“The Chairman,” a Twen- 
{ieth-Ceniury Fox project, is a 
suspense Story that takes Dr. 
Jchn Wathaway, an American 
: scientist inlo Red China for a 
i sort of ecafrontation with Mao- 
: Tse-lung. 


i 

fs His real mission, however, is 
: 40 get from Soong Li, an old 
- friend, the secret formula fora 


newly discovered enzyme that: 
to grow . 
_ craps’ under any conditions at, ' 


‘ enables the Chinese 

say time of the year, Hathaway. , 

: ds to ‘smuggle it out for the good” 
» a humanity everywhere, 


* Hathaway not only has a con- 
_frontation with Mao but also a 
Litter disagreement’ with Lt 
. Gen. Christop! ner Shelby of the 
iUS. Embassy in London (Ar- 
‘thur Hill) -who is more con- 
cerned with the enzyme as an 
“instrument of power for his own 
‘government that as a boon to 
|humanily. 


At a recent dinner inflerview | 
tn London's revolving Tower 
mestaurant (on the last lap of 
our European trip), Peck, who 
plays Dr. Hathaway, said that 
to him “The Chairman” is “a 
Jess gimmicky James Bond 
shovie.”” 


(One of its more startling 
gimmicks is a transmitter which, 


implanted sur gic ally ia Dr, 
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Hathaway's head, 
{to communicate via satellite 
with his‘ colleagues in Lon- 
don. Hathaway, however, does 


not know that they can touch off films, naming names.” ear 


an explosive tape in the trans- 
milter and blow him up if they 
decide that it’s necessary.) 
“Hathaway is a good part,” 

said Peck. “But it's Wot too 
. much of a departure from what 
I've done before to be candid - 
about it. Don't expect a startling 
character study. There’s an hon- ° 


est difference of opinion be. 


{ween my character and Gen.’ 


Anne Heywood and Gregory Peck relax between: 
“scenes during the shooting of “The Chairman.” 


“aginee te 


ities or Pleasure? 
Spy Film About Red China.” oe 


Desire Dibfewice of Opinion.” 
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I hope everyone will see it. Of 
course,‘The Chairman’ cuts clos-. 
er to the bone than most such! 


Producer Abrams. said that ~ 


very dofinitely there is a-strong! as 
- political overtone to the film. es 


“The Chairman,” he said,:  ”, : 


“will offer audiences two levels 

of enjoyment, either as a sheer 
entertainment thriller. Or as an 
ideological conflict belween : 
Mao's conviction that he is an{°. 
instrument of History and te 
thawa y ’s humanitarian view 


Shelby who thinks our Far East that man’s ‘destiny is controlled ; 


policy is right. 
“Personally, I'm not in agree- 


consciously by ‘the individual 


and not by some mystical foree 


ment with the kind of ideas I called History. 


occasionally express in the pic. 


, ture, And if I thought the film 


‘was Seriously involved with 


at. 


‘those ideas I wouldn't’ be doing: 


“An audience should ibe. als. 
lowed to pick -ils own level of. 
entertainment, and that is why! 


we are developing these themes’ . 


“in terms of. men, not political; 


ve “ME bee it as quite a clever og Aes aa Dane | 
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allows him" piowage film and that's the way +: . : 
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